By the grace of God Juan Francisco Sanchez arrived at the
orphanage when he was one day old. Below is an excerpt from a
paper he recently wrote while attending Dominican University
in River Forest, Il.
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AGC wants to thank you for your love and support, it’s
making a difference. May God be Praised.

Pope John Paul II’s Encyclical was written in com-
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memoration of the 90th anniversary of the Rerum Novarum, which means “of
revolutionary change” or rights and duties of capital and labor. This was an
open letter that was delivered to Catholic bishops of all nations to address the conditions of the different
working classes. The general approach of the development of this Encyclical was an analysis of economic, social, theological, and historical experiences and then the church’s position toward work as it
related to each of these concepts. In today’s society the real concept of human work has been misdefined. This Encyclical deeply explored the exact concept of man’s work. This text emphasized the elements of spirituality of work, which means that we humans share our labor activities with God’s actions.
This letter also focused on social issues, the church’s position on them and how they relate to the worker.
This Encyclical gave me different insights about my place in life and also improved my understanding of
the positions of the Catholic Church. In addition, it explored peoples’ inequality and how the new inventions had shaped our ways of living now.
When we look at the biblical dimension of work, the Bible states that man was created in the image of God and man is called to labor so he can be more like God. Work mimics the action of God and
the act of working gives dignity to humans. Pope John Paul II said that work is necessary for earthly progress and development of the Kingdom. He means that man must earn his daily bread and contribute to
the continuous progress of science and technology through his or her work. From the beginning, man was
called to work; this is the only characteristic that distinguishes man from the rest of the other creatures.
The Bible says that man was born to work as the bird to fly. What would we say of a bird lying on the
ground that was unable to fly? We would say that this is a sick bird or that something is wrong with it. So
we would say the same thing about a man that does not work because he doesn’t want to work. We
would say that there is something abnormal in his mind or that something is wrong. Work makes us live
with dignity because what you eat is not the fruit of the labor of others or for outright theft, but a noble
and generous effort.
From my personal experience, I can say that work is part of our spirituality. Through my work, I
tend to be closer to others and to be a more grateful person. I am a student who was raised in a country

We send you a warm greeting, desiring that God abundantly bless you.
It is with great joy that we write you, to thank you for always being with us, and for sponsoring our boys, girls and
young people. Thank you very much.
A great thank you to the Band of Brothers that recently visited our Homes. Our boys and girls were very happy with
your visit, thank you for sharing your time with them. We thank the Band of Brothers for that Elegant Dinner which
you provided to this year’s graduates. The Board of All God’s Children also visited and had meeting with the Board of
Honduras. These meetings were very valuable for both Boards. We are delighted Randy and Mercedes Wittig have
joined us to help us with all of our projects. As they are bilingual and understand Latin culture we are sure that they
will develop a great work team, keeping in mind the welfare and benefits to our children which are our priority.
The majority of girls, boys and youth that study in the different educational institutions, have finished their school
year in a satisfactory way with good grades.
Honor roll: Estefanía Mejía, Angie Paola Medina, Johana Antonia Amaya, María Martha, José Fernando López
Graduates: Grade School: Ana Arely Barrientos, Geydi Areli Vásquez(Hogar Niñas), Melany Darlene Montoya(Buen
Pastor), Josué Jafeth García(granja).
Middle School: Isis Rosibel Medina, Massy Magaly Manuel Alvarez, and Digna Jaqueline Rivera
High School: Carlos David Doblado, Roberto Sosa Benítez (Granja), and Candy Magaly Ramos (Hogar Niñas). Candy
Magaly Ramos and Carlos Doblado are in Tegucigalpa this week for orientation to start in the University.
As we are always thinking and desiring that our young people are prepared for the future: Allan Adrián Paredes, Jorge
Alberto Rodríguez, are finishing their studies as Barbers, Isis Karolina Centeno, Juana María Mejía, Mildrid Johana Ramos and Perla Shayleen Rivas are finishing their studies in Beauty and Cosmetics, all of whom have been studying in
the National Institute for Professional Formation, INFOP. They will be graduating on December 18.
On Saturday, December 19th the following girls will have their confirmation: Johana Antonia Amaya, Isis Rosibel Medina, Elba Yaneth Dican and Ainer Guiela Traap.
Our boys and girls are doing well, enjoying their vacations. They are now enjoying decorating and making a manager
scene at the Hogar and are very excited about the colored lights they are going to put up. They also are participating
in the activities of the church and are very enthusiastic about participating in the youth groups. Now they have time
for recreation and are practicing a lot of sports.
We thank you once more for your cooperation and your generosity with the children and young people of our Home.
Thank you very much, we desire with all our hearts a Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year, and that each of
you may receive abundant blessings in your homes.
God bless you,
Carmen & the children

where there are not as many opportunities to work for a sustainable living as here in America. So by having a job and studying at the same time it gives me the courage to do my best in everything I do. My job
gives me a sense of spiritual satisfaction especially when I am doing something for others. I believe that

we humans need to work for our society because we are called to make this world a better place to live.

“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me.” Mark 9:37

